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March 2021 

Welcome to this edition of the Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process Newsletter!  

If you have any questions, comments or remarks about the content of this newsletter, please do contact us  

at natura2000platform@wur.nl  

 

In this edition:   

 New newsletter format and schedule 

 Natura 2000 biogeographical process wiki launched, web site revised  

 Events calendar 

 Meeting reports 

 Other news  

 

For all our latest information, visit our NaturaBioGeo wiki  

 

Natura 2000 biogeographical process  wiki launched, web site revised 

We are pleased to announce the launch of the new biogeographical process wiki ‘Working together for 

Natura 2000. This wiki will act as a platform for collaboration, where users can easily search for current 

documents related to news and events in each biogeographic region. There is also space for users to share 

information relating to the process.  

You are warmly invited to use this new platform, to build on knowledge sharing and help us all to work 

together for Natura 2000. To use the wiki, users will require an EU LOGIN. If required, instructions on how to 

create a login are available here.  

 

mailto:natura2000platform@wur.nl
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/x/TgLZJg
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/x/TgLZJg
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/x/TgLZJg
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/natura2000_wiki.htm


 

Alongside this new tool, the current Natura 2000 platform is undergoing renovations.  The platform will be 

simplified to provide basic information for the general public to learn about the process. In time, all 

documents from previous Natura 2000 biogeographical process events will be archived on CIRCABC. 

 

New newsletter schedule 

We are also pleased to announce a new schedule for the Natura 2000 biogeographical process newsletters. 

You will now receive six shorter newsletter updates per annum – allowing us to keep you more regularly 

updated on upcoming events, reports from events and any news announcements relating to Natura 2000.   
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Further updates can be found on our wiki, or by following our Twitter account. 

 

3
rd

 Mediterranean Natura 2000 seminar, 4-7 May 2021, Calabria, Italy 

The Mediterranean Seminar, initially planned for 2020, will now be held from 4 to 7 May 2021. The 

seminar will be hosted in southern Italy by the Sila national park authorities, with the support of the 

Region of Calabria. It will be an online seminar, but we are still looking into opportunities to organise 

hybrid sessions as well. 

  

The themes agreed during the Mediterranean steering committee meeting in March 2020 include:  

 Defining a Natura 2000 restoration agenda for the Mediterranean region; 

 Defining conservation objectives at site level and monitoring the impact of the measures;  

 Addressing land abandonment (and fire risks) in the Mediterranean region; 

 Capacity building for Natura 2000 management.  

 

Updates about this seminar can be found on the website or on the wiki.  

Documents f rom previous Mediterranean seminars can be found here.  

 

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/index_en.htm
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/x/TgLZJg
https://twitter.com/biogeoprocess?lang=en
https://europa.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7cf5e84f21f05151466f08429&id=6fdb4e1dec&e=7258c66cfc
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/third_mediterranean_seminar.htm
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/x/TgLZJg
https://europa.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7cf5e84f21f05151466f08429&id=09651a26b5&e=7258c66cfc


 

 

 

Workshops for the harmonisation of procedures for monitoring, assessment and conservation of habitat 

types of Community Interest in the Mediterranean Biogeographic region,  workshop 5 conclusion, 8 April 

2021, online 

The second Mediterranean Natura 2000 seminar, held in Limassol in November 2017, identified a number 

of weaknesses in the assessment of conservation status of habitat types of Community interest at a 

biogeographical scale. The Spanish Ministry for Ecological Transition (MITECO) has therefore organised five 

monographic workshops to address these issues. Workshops 1, 2 and part of workshop 5 took place in 

2020. Workshops 3 and 4 took place between 1-5 March 2021.  

A webinar to complete workshop 5 will be held on 8 April 2021. 

Updates about all five workshops can be found on the website. 

 

 

ASCOBANS workshop on management of MPAs for small cetaceans, 18 May and 7-9 June 2021, online 

This event, spread across two sessions, aims to bring together experts, managers and policy makers. 

Participants in the workshop will consider examples f rom around the world, of management of Natura 2000 

areas and other types of MPAs for small cetaceans. They will review and share experiences on best practice 

approaches to MPA management, as well as engage in brain-storming activities, ultimately making 

recommendations on clear conservation objectives and practical conservation measures.  

The objectives of the workshop are to discuss and make recommendations:  

 on criteria and clear options for well-formulated conservation objectives for small cetacean MPAs,  

 on a toolbox of ambitious and innovative practical conservation measures for small cetaceans 

MPAs. 

 

Updates about this event can be found on the ASCOBANS website or on the wiki.  

 

 

Other upcoming networking events, 2021 

On 25 January the biogeographical process team invited proposals for network events to be held during 

2021. The scope of the events now includes the delivery of some of the new EU Biodiversity Strategy targets, 

particularly in relation to increasing protected area coverage in the EU and improving the conservation 

status of at least 30% of EU protected species and habitats. In total, six proposals were received so far.  

The selection of the proposals to be supported and notification of the proposers will take place at the end of 

March 2021. In addition, there is potential for more events to be added during the coming year.  

Look out for announcements on our webpage and wiki! 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/workshops_harmonisation_habitat_types_community_interest_mediterranean_biogeographic_region.htm
https://www.ascobans.org/en/meeting/ascobans-workshop-management-mpas-small-cetaceans
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/x/TgLZJg
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:a3c806a6-9ab3-11ea-9d2d-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/index_en.htm
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/wikis/x/TgLZJg
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Regional workshop on common approaches to habitats and species conservation in the Marine Black Sea 

biogeographical region, 27-30 October 2020 

During the discussions on habitats within the Second Natura 2000 seminar for the marine biogeographical 

regions, participants identified a number of discrepancies between the Bulgarian and Romanian 

interpretations of several habitat types. In addition, there were gaps in current knowledge of the density 

and abundance of Black Sea cetaceans. Experts from the region agreed to address these issues.  

Accordingly, the Bulgarian Ministry of Environment and Water hosted a regional networking event. Over 

four days, this online workshop brought together around 46 participants who discussed the current 

interpretations of Black Sea habitat definitions, common approaches on favourable reference values, 

modalities for data exchange, and the potential for joint monitoring and reporting. A session on Black Sea 

cetaceans was also held. 

Presentations from the event and the full report can be found here.  

 

Protection of meadow birds in the EU, 17-18 November 2020 

Many species of meadow birds are rapidly declining in the EU and the need to manage their Natura 2000 

breeding sites effectively is of great importance. Hosted by Boerennatuur and Vogelbescherming 

Nederland, this workshop assembled 80 experts with direct experience in the management of meadow 

birds, as well as researchers and policymakers directly responsible for the development of plans and 

programmes. This demonstrated that online workshops potentially allow for a high number of participants 

to effectively share knowledge and plan for next steps.  

During the workshop best practices were discussed and the implementation of actions in the framework of 

the Multi-Species Action Plan were reviewed. The workshop also discussed how better co-operation 

between stakeholders can lead to better management of the breeding sites of meadow birds.  

Presentations from the event and the full report can be found here.  

 

In the next edition: 

 Third Alpine Natura 2000 seminar 

 Assessment and management of Natura 2000 freshwater habitats  

 Baltic Natura 2000 sites as bird migration hotspots 

 

 

 

https://www.moew.government.bg/en/
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/Regional_Workshop_in_Biogeographical_Region.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/events/protection-of-meadow-birds-in-the-eu.htm
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Find out more on the Natura 2000 Award winners and learn from their good practice! 

On 14 October 2020 an Award Ceremony was held in Brussels to congratulate the 27 finalists and announce 

the winners of the 2020 Natura 2000 Award. Photos and videos from the Ceremony can be viewed here and 

we strongly invite you to find out more about the winners here! 

The six winners of the 2020 Natura 2000 Awards have each been invited to now organise an event to 

celebrate their achievement and further promote their activities at a national and European level. 

Information about these events will be posted here as they become available.  

The next Natura 2000 Award application round is expected to be launched on 21 May 2021 to mark Natura 

2000 Day.  

 

EuropaBON: stakeholder call and save the date 

Biodiversity observations are key to understanding trends and drivers of biodiversity change and the 

impacts on ecosystem services - and ultimately on people. Nevertheless, there continues to be limited 

availability of harmonised, long-term, spatially explicit and regularly updated biodiversity data on the EU-

scale. EuropaBON (Europa Biodiversity Observation Network) aims to bridge gaps in biodiversity monitoring 

by engaging stakeholders. This action relies upon the collaboration of its members together with the wider 

biodiversity community.  

You can become a EuropaBON member by registering here. Members receive regular updates on projects, 

upcoming events and outcomes, can network with other members; and participate in workshops. Members 

are also able to indicate their interest to engage as a stakeholder.  

The first EuropaBON stakeholder workshop will be held online on 26-28 May 2021.  

Keep an eye on the project website for further information.  

 

EUROPARC Transboundary Cooperation Programme Webinar 

On 24 February EUROPARC hosted an online webinar relating to the role of transboundary  protected areas 

for international dialogue and the protection of nature, and how we can improve cross-border cooperation.  

In this two hour event, the hosts presented the experience and commitment of the EUROPARC 

Transboundary Protected Areas Network (TransParcNet), and the possibilities it offers for the cross-border 

areas of Spain, Portugal, France and Andorra.  

More information, including the full webinar (hosted in Spanish) can be found on the EUROPARC webinars 

webpage. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/european-natura-2000-award-ceremony-2020_en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/awards/application-2020/winners/index_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/awards/application-2020/local-events/index_en.htm
https://europabon.org/register/
https://europabon.org/
https://www.europarc.org/nature/transboundary-cooperation/transparcnet/
https://www.europarc.org/tools-and-training/europarc-webinars/previous-webinars/
https://www.europarc.org/tools-and-training/europarc-webinars/previous-webinars/


 

The Solution is in Nature – Science for Environment Policy 

In February 2021 the European Commission published Issue 24 of the Science for Environment Policy 

(Future Brief), centred on nature-based solutions (NBS) – promoting working with nature to benefit both 

natural ecosy stems and the people that depend on them.  

According to the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030, nature-based solutions will be essential for reducing 

emissions and adapting to our changing climate, and they should also be “systematically integrated into 

urban planning, including in public spaces, infrastructure, and the design of buildings and their 

surroundings”.  

The Future Brief provides an introduction to the EU Horizon 2020 project Naturvation, which aims to assess 

what nature-based solutions can achieve in cities, examine how innovation is taking place, and work with 

communities and stakeholders to develop the knowledge and tools required to real ise the potential of 

nature-based solutions for meeting urban sustainability goals.  
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You can find further editions of policy briefs and subscribe to Science for Environment Policy news alerts 

here.  

 

Bottoms-up! Forest management across Europe 

Bottoms-Up is a cooperation project gathering information on forest multi -taxon biodiversity to inform 

sustainable forest management.  Many of these forests are managed as Natura 2000 site s, which makes the 

results f rom this project very relevant for many site managers. Their Action challenge aims to gather the 

most comprehensive knowledge of European multi-taxonomic forest biodiversity through the collaboration 

of research groups that collect data locally, to inform sustainable forest management.  The Action involves 

about 100 researchers and stakeholders f rom more than 30 countries, resulting in a strong network of 

collaboration in Europe. 

Outcomes will include shared research and monitoring tools for forest biodiversity, innovative indicators for 

sustainable forest management and management guidelines at the stand and landscape scales. These 

outcomes will improve forest management sustainability, ecosystem functioning and provisioning of 

services. Check their website for results and first deliverables here.   

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/integration/research/newsalert/pdf/issue-24-2021-02-the-solution-is-in-nature.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:a3c806a6-9ab3-11ea-9d2d-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
https://naturvation.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/integration/research/newsalert/index_en.htm
https://www.bottoms-up.eu/en/
https://www.bottoms-up.eu/en/results/working-group-1.html


    

Follow us on Twitter  

Visit our Biogeographical Process Twitter account for the latest updates on seminars and networking events, as well as live postings from 

ongoing meetings. We also cover news from related projects such as LIFE+ projects or the work of organisations working toward s Natura 

2000 objectives. 

 

Disclaimer 

This newsletter is financially supported by the European Commission. The Natura 2000 Biographical Process Consortium is solely 

responsible for the content. Content does not represent the opinion of the European Commission, nor is the Eu ropean Commission 

responsible for any use that might be made of information appearing herein. 

The European Commission is committed to personal data protection. We process your personal data, because you have given your consent 

to their processing in order to receive the requested information. Any personal data is processed in line with the Regulation (EU) 

2018/1725. Further information about how we process your personal data is available in the following privacy statement. 
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Our mailing address is: natura2000platform@wur.nl     

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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